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ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM

Under the Constitution, FATA is included among the “territories” of Pakistan (Article 1). It is represented

Until 2002, decisions related to development planning in the tribal areas were taken by the FATA sectior

Each tribal agency is administered by a political agent, assisted by a number of assistant political agents

The political agent plays a supervisory role for development projects and chairs an agency developmeni

An FR is administered by the district coordination officer of the respective settled district, who exercises
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Interference in local matters is kept to a minimum. The tribes regulate their own affairs in accordance wi

All civil and criminal cases in FATA are decided under the Frontier Crimes Regulation 1901 by a jirga (c

FATA elects members to the federal legislature through adult franchise. The system of devolution introd

FATA is divided into two administrative categories: ‘protected’ areas are regions under the direct control

In protected areas, criminal and civil cases are decided by political officers vested with judicial powers. /

In non-protected areas, cases are resolved through a local jirga at the agency level. Local mediators firs

Where arbitration is selected, a jirga is nominated by consensus and given an open mandate (waak), wi

Implementation of jirga decisions in non-protected areas is the responsibility of the tribe. The jirga may r
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While most disputes are settled internally, more serious matters may require the calling of a larger jirga

Although the jirga mechanism enjoys widespread favour, corruption has begun to enter the system. It is
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